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David Stratas, a partner in the Toronto law firm of Heenan Blaikie LLP,
represents clients in the areas of constitutional, administrative and regulatory
law and undertakes some of the most significant and complex proceedings
that take place in appellate and reviewing courts.

He is often retained by lawyers outside of the firm to provide advice on
complex legal issues. He is particularly well known among the bench,
administrative tribunals, and senior bar for his written legal submissions,
arguably the most important tool of advocacy in the Canadian litigation
process.

Mr. Stratas has frequently appeared as counsel at all levels of the federal and provincial courts as well as
eleven times in the Supreme Court of Canada, and many more times in the Federal Court of Appeal and
the Ontario Court of Appeal.

The Chambers Global Guide ranks Mr. Stratas as one of the top litigators in Ontario, describing him (2006)
as “widely praised” as a "prodigious worker" and "a creative force to be reckoned with — he’s got ideas
you'd never think of*. The annual Lexpert Survey has rated him one of the lawyers "repeatedly
recommended" by his peers. He is also one of the lawyers featured in all editions of The Best Lawyers in
Canada. He is a member of the Supreme Court Advocacy Institute. In March 2008, he will be inducted as
a Fellow in the American College of Trial Lawyers.

Mr. Stratas is regularly invited to present to judges at both judicial conferences and judicial educational
sessions on constitutional and administrative law and is frequently the only private sector lawyer so invited.
He has been invited by judges to present at the private educational retreats of the Ontario Court of Appeal
and, most recently, the Federal Court of Appeal and the Federal Court of Canada. In recent years, two or
three times annually, David has been invited to instruct judges at private educational conferences
organized by the National Judicial Institute of Canada. He is regularly invited by many administrative
tribunals and the Society of Ontario Administrators and Regulators to instruct tribunal members on decision
writing and administrative law.

Mr. Stratas has spoken at over seventy-five conferences and has authored over fifty articles and papers,
primarily in the areas of constitutional, administrative and regulatory law.

Since 1994, Mr. Stratas has been a member of the Faculty of Law at Queen's University. There, he
annually conducts an upper-year seminar on constitutional law, for which he has won a record five faculty
teaching awards. In 2005 the Faculty of Law presented him with the H.R.S. Ryan Award, one of its highest
alumni distinctions.

Early in his career he acted as a law clerk to the Honourable Justice Bertha Wilson in the Supreme Court of
Canada after completing his graduate law degree from Oxford University with a first class standing.



